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This is in response to your request of 
April 18th, for our opinion as to whether the tax exemption authorised 
by Laws 1955, chapter 196 for facilities or devices designed to reduce 

: water or air pollution applies to facilities meres were constructed : 
prior to the dfective ante of the act. - 


It 4s our understanding that the Pablic | : 
Service Company of New Hampshire installed air pollution control facilie 
ties at Manchester and Portsmouth prior to the passage of tho a a 
tion in question and has requested that these facilities be aa oar 
from its tax base. 
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219555 Ge 196) provides: 


1) 5 | MSmtte * Tax Exemption. In view of the general  . =. 
| public benefits resulting from the control of pollue. ©...» 
tion in the surface waters or air of the state rdewe 1 i Re 
to further promote the purposes and objectivesof © : 
this chapter, any treatment facility, device, 2M 
_ -appldance or installation (whether consisting of 2k 
\'" * weal or personal property or a combination of both)’. -. . 
| ' puilt, constructed or placed in operation by any = Ts epee 
porson, firm of corporation in this state wholly or | 
: | -pertly for the purpose of reducing, controlling or 
4 * eliminating any source of pollution shall bs exenpt 
from taxes levied under chapter 73 of the Revised 
Laws for a period of tuonty-five years for that : 
7 ‘ percentage of the valuation effective in the contre. Seo 
' of water or air pollution as the commission shall... 
determine. Upon such deternination the comission’ 
shall notify the municipality of the percentage :- 
determined by it to be subject to exemption fron 
taxes, and the a officials shall eigenen t 





Revised Statutes Annotated 2491 5-a 





that this provision appli 


the enactment of section 


June 9, 19556 - 
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for the following year. 
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es to inatallations constructed prior to 
Sea and that the Water Pollution Comis- — 
sion may proceed with its dotzrmination of the percentage of ‘valuse 
tion effective in air pollution control. 





of the Legislation Was ape 1, 1955, whereas the date of passage was 
Avril 2 is the date when property taxes are assessed 
This would 4ndicate that ths Legislature 


4ntended the exenption to apply to existing pollution control facllie 
“oll as to those subvagquently constructed, after a determin = 


tion is nade by the Water Poliution Comsissione.. fe 
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ii Ansietant Attorney Gonoral 










qt is the opinion of ‘this o office | 





It {eB noted that the ‘effective date 
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! Elmer T. Bourque: 





